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Heda Margolius Kovály's Under a Cruel Star is a work of literature that was written during the Jewish deportation from Prague. It narrates sad occurrences of the early 1940s. It is an autobiography of the writer's own experiences during the reign of the Nazis in Czechoslovakia. It is a narration of how the author survived the torture in Nazi camps and twin separation. It is a memoir that describes humanity and its nature within various cataclysmic events describing a humanistic and tragic account of events that have shaped human history. 
[bookmark: _GoBack] The author spent most of her time blackballed. Not only is the author ostracized from her own family into the Lodz Ghetto but also they are deported to a death camp in Auschwitz(Kovaly, 2019). In this camp, everyone is murdered but the author. Human atrocity against one another is not just a thing of today. It has existed since ancient times that some human beings feel more superior and are driven by prejudices that take away the need to value fellow human beings. 
The memoir brings out the power of the human spirit that makes it possible to survive what would otherwise be physically insurmountable. The fact that it's only the author that survives a death march to Bergen-Belsen and makes a way back to still-occupied Prague speaks volumes. First, living one's life requires an effort and under some circumstances, a superhuman effort is required. Secondly, besides survival, one needs the energy to thrive. Thirdly, surviving one instance doesn't guarantee a good life afterward. The author survives a death march and lots of terror under the Nazi regime only to escape and face discrimination by friends who feared reprisals if it was discovered that they were helping her.
Besides survival, one needs hope to keep moving. From the frying pan to the oven is the kind of life Heda seems to be leading. She escapes hell only to find herself in another. She wanders in the streets without food or shelter. Throughout the difficulties that Heda faced, she was focused on just surviving and was optimistic that it was possible to survive. When she is back in Prague and being ostracized by people she had been friends with she has hope that eventually one or worse people will show some humanity. She hopes that Communism will be better than Fascism. Even in a series of consequent crises she still hopes for the best. Hope is the theme of life. In life, religion is considered the opium of the people. This is due to the simple fact that it shines hope to the people.
Some animals are more equal than others. Under the fist of fascism, people believe that an alternative to fascism would bring freedom and the opportunity to get out of poverty and create a more equal society. They welcome Communism but it turns out to be more of the same being there is no equality. The party officials live in self-indulgent luxury whilst the people they govern and oppress live in fear and poverty.
Just like the name of the memoir suggests, the author was always led by some light just like that of a star. Being the only survivor of many historical persecutions is something hard to imagine. However, the star was a "cruel" one. It is unbelievable that one moves from trouble to trouble. After the war ended, the author gets married to Rudolf who becomes a prime minister. Just like she had hope about communism, Rudolf is idealistic about the same. However, the smile is not meant to last long, it dawns on her that her optimism was short-lived and should brace herself for a regime of totalitarianism. Her husband is tried amongst 11 others and hanged. 
Problems are life trials that have been there in human history since time immemorial. Running away from them has never been one of the options to solve them. Political injustices happen daily in our modern society but aren't it just history repeating itself? The only difference between the political issues today and those that the author faces is that today, there are human rights and there is more freedom of expression that there was in the days that Heda lived.
There is nothing as difficult in life as waiting to just die without trying.  After the death of her husband, the author is once again banished from society however, this time she has a four-year-old son. The state hounds her for being the wife to a "criminal", she loses her job, the authorities take her through her as she tries to obtain her husband's death certificate and worse, the ashes of her husband are used to stop an official's car from sliding on an icy road(Kovaly, 2019). The star always shone but to which direction did lead? Many would have questioned life, others would question their existence, some commit suicide but how many have Heda's strength? 
History serves different individuals from different cups. Some individuals may receive syrup while others end up taking vinegar. What matters is how strong one is to face life. Life is a precious gift but living requires more than just free breath. Humanity is often put to test in many situations and only perseverance determines how good the response is.
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